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HONORING 

Chester A. Franklin 



in observance of his 


70tU fiitUhdcuf. Atutio&U.a’uf 

Tune 7, 1950 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


WAS H I N G TO N 

May 26, 1950 


Dear Mr. Franklin: 

I understand that the members of THE CALL 
staff are having a testimonial dinner for you on the 
occasion of your seventieth birthday anniversary. 
Permit me to take part in this celebration by sending 
you n$r hearty congratulations. The tribute that is 
being paid you is highly deserved. I trust there ‘will 
be many more such happy occasions for you in the years 
to come. 


Mr. C. A. Franklin, 
Ed.itor, 

THE CALL, 

1715 East 18th Street, 
Kansas City 8, Missouri. 



Chester Arthur Franklin 


Today , June 7 , 1950 marks the 70th anniversary of 
the birthday of C. A. Franklin. As founder of one 
of the nation's outstanding Negro newspapers , as a 
civic leader , as a fighter for right and as a man 
tohose vision and counsel has contributed greatly 
to his community and to the nation, C. A. Frank- 
lin takes, his place as one of the gneat leaders of 
our country. 

Chester A. Franklin was born June 7, 1880, in Denison, Texas, 
the only son of George F. Franklin* a boss barber, and Clara B. 
Franklin, a teacher. It was the time when Negroes were moving 
out of Texas in search of better educational opportunities for their 
children. Some went to Los Angeles, others to Nicodemus, Kansas. 
The Franklins set out for Nicodemus but changed their minds on 
the way and landed in Omaha when Chester was 7 years old. 

In Omaha, the father opened a barber shop and housed his 
family in the rear. Chester spent his early boyhood in a down- 
town neighborhood. Ben Hurst, Kansas City’s diamond merchant, 
lived in the same block at the same time. 

Chester did not want to be a barber. So his father started 
The OMAHA ENTERPRISE, a newspaper, which Chester and his 
mother continued to run when his health failed. In 1898, the 
Franklins moved to Denver where they bought THE DENVER 
STATESMAN, later renamed THE STAR. In 1901, the elder Frank- 
lin died and the team of son and mother began, never lo be dis- 
solved until her death in 1945. 

Like newspaper men do, Franklin took an interest in politics. 
He was organizer of the movement which produced four white 
collar jobs in Denver, the first given to Negroes there as political 
reward and the seed of the 143 jobs which Denver Negroes now 
hold in the city, county, state and federal governments. 

franklin realized that population limits newspaper circula- 
tion and determined to move to a city with a larger number of Ne- 
groes. He came to Kansas City in 1913. In May, 1919, with the war 


over, he and a, partner launched THE CALL, a four-page sheet, 
2.900 copies. There was already one newspaper, THE KANSAS CITY 
SUN, operated by the late Nelson C. Crews. 

THE CALL had a hard time at first. Franklin bought* out his 
partner and with his mother began to operate along lines which 
still characterize the Southwest’s Leading Weekly. 

THE CALL was born at 1311 E. 18th Street in a room 20 by 
40 feet. Its first typesetting machine was set up there. It was a 
dead loss at first. There was no one to run it and the local Print- 
ers’ Union forbade experienced persons to give aid. Nonetheless, 
the paper grew. In 1922, its present home was bought at 1713-15-17 
East 18th .Street. 

THE CALL survived one other near fatality. In the early 
twenties there was a shortage of paper, but thanks to a tip from 
a friend in Denver, Franklin made arrangements with the Western 
Newspaper Union, a pressroom with ample paper, which enabled it 
to continue uninterrupted. 

In 1924* THE CALL bought its first press. By 1927, it was 
too small. In 1928, a 32-page Goss press was installed at 1717 E. 
18th St. The news department had already taken over the second 
floor of 1717 E. 18th St. and the office continued in 1713-15 E. 18th. 

From 1921 to 1925, THE CALL did not receive all of Frani'- 
lin’s attention, for in the former years he had met Ada Crogman, 
a bewitching Atlanta beauty, whom he courted wherever he could 
devise a way to m&ke their paths cross. Since Kansas City’s ma- 
chinery could not be moved to Atlanta, the obvious thing to do 
wa: to bring the Atlanta lady to Kansas City. So, in 1925, he out- 
fitted himself in a new dress suit and his first and only pair of 
gloves and went to Philadelphia where he and the daughter of 
the late Dr. W. H. Crogman, president of Clark university in At- 
lanta- were married in the home of Bishop R. R. Wright Jr. 

The staff of THE CALL in 1919 consisted of the two partners. 
In 1924, there were eight-^-the owner and seven employes. In 1928 
there were 21 and today there are 66 persons on THE CALL’S pay- 
roll. In 1928, the circulation was 18 t 000. To help pay for the 
32-page press installed then, THE CALL produced its Progress Edi- 
tion, 56 pages, which for years was the largest issue ever published 
by an Negro newspaper. 


THE CALL won its first victory in civic affairs by breaking 
down the ban against Negroes serving on juries. THE CALL was 
equally alert in business. Back in the ’ 20 ’s, it began telling the 
truth about its circulation. In 1930, it added a guarantee by join- 
ing the Audit Bureau of Circulations, the first Negro newspaper 
to do so. THE CALL is frequently doing something “first.” It was 
the first Negro newspaper to have a wire press service, the INS. 

In the early *40’s, business was expanding and a larger press 
was needed for economy and capacity, so a building was constructed 
at 1719 E. 18th St, which today houses that press, a 64-page Hoe, 
capable of doing 30,000 papers an hour. 

During World War No. 2, Franklin took on service for his 
country in addition to managing his newspaper. His Brown Bomber 
division of the local War Bond Sales sold more than $300,000 worth 
of war bonds and received official recognition. Ke had a part, too, 
in the industrial set-up for war proauction. He caused a change 
in policy in the U.S. Employment office' so that Negress as well 
as whites were certified when there was a call for labor. 

But the load was not without price. In 1944, C. A. Frank- 
lin found his health would not permit the continued strain. He 
even discontinued his golf which he greatly enjoyed. Then, in 1945, 
his mother of 89, to whom he had always been able to look for 
encouragement and counsel when the going was tough, passed on. 
Tn 1928. it was her hand that set the 32-page Goss press to going. 
In her last days, the 64-page press was not yet completed. But two 
husky employes put her in a chair and carried her to the press- 
room where with shining eyes she saw the intricate machinery 
which would soon be in action. 

Today, with the foundation well laid, Mr. and Mrs. Franklin 
are free to take the leisure which was missed in building-up days. 
They make visits about the country, having been in 44 of the 48 
states, and also have travelled to the West Indies islands, Canada 
and Mexico. No matter where he goes nor what he sees, however, 
Mr. Franklin says he is happiest when be returns home and hearr? 
the newsboys cry, ‘Kansas City Call Pa — p-— er.” 

Franklin has always been a forward looker. In 1925- the 
newspapermen met in Columbus, Ohio, at his call. Nothing 
permanent came of it. But it in turn inspired the formation of 
the Cooperative Publishers, and the Cooperative Publishers in- 


spired the Negro Newspaper Publishers association, a going organ- 
ization. 

Several years ago, the Negro Newspaper Publishers associa- 
tion sought a credo that could be used to express the aims and ideals 
of the Negro press. Substituting the words ‘Negro Press’ for ‘THE 
CALL,’ it adopted as official the credo that had for years appear- 
ed in every issue of THE CALL press. It reads: 


THE CALL "believes that America can best lead 
the world away from racial and national antagon- 
ism when it accords to every man f regardless of 
race , color* or creed, his human and legal rights\. 
Hating no man , fearing no man , THE CALL strives 
to help every man in the firm belief that ail are 
hurt as long as anyone is held back. 


Wherever people see the familiar identification of THE CALL 
there also is awareness of the part played by Chester A. 
Franklin in making it one of the nation's leading newspapers. 



During The Years 


the path of Chester A. Franklin has crossed 

those of many men in every walk of life. His in . 
terests have taken him along the road of progress for 
the Negro and for the betterment of humanity re- 
gardless of race , color, or nationality. Many men 
have come to know and appreciate him for the 
work he has done as well as for the human qualities 
that are always a part of true character. 



GOVERNOR ALFRED M. LANDON 

1936 Republican Presidential Candidate , Topeka , Kas» 

“ I first met Chester Franklin 

in 1936. As our acquaintance ripened 
into friendship I came to respect 
him as a successful outstanding Ne- 
gro publisher and as an editor who 
always approached issues in a broad 
understanding spirit, and with true 
patriotism — a publisher not afraid to 
champion right and justice, regard- 
less of race, color or creed. I value 
his advice and friendship and am 
happy to join in wishing him many 
more years of success ” 


A. PHILIP RANDOLPH 

International President , Brotherhood Of Sleeping Car Porters 



“ Chester A. Franklin was one 

of the few leaders of color and Ne- 
gro journalism who fearlessly used 
his pen in defense of the Brother- 
hood of Sleeping Car Porters to 
right of recognition from the power- 
ful Pullman Company. I account 
him and THE CALL a distinct asset 
to. and a constructive force in, the 
liberation movement of the Negro 
people.....” 


MRS. JOHN ALBERT WILLIAMS 

Omaha, Nebraska 


“ .1 knew Chester as a boy when he was the cross bearer for 

our choir and the Sunday School class which I taught. I have always 
been interested in his work in establishing and promoting THE 
CALL. My best wishes are extended always ” 


REVEREND JOHN W. WILLIAMS 

Pastor. St. Stephen Baptist Church, Kansas City, Mo. 



'* I take great pride and pleas- 

ure in saying “My fellow Texan, as 
much as Texas would like to claim 
you all ‘to herself, “your thinking is 
global in scope and your service to 
humanity too far-reaching to be 
kept within the confines of a single 
state border. Your vision has built 
one of the greatest enterprises 
owned and managed by Negroes. Wo 
honor you’ ” 


OGLESVIE L. LAWSON 

Past Grand Master , Masonic Lodge , Denver, Colorado 


“ The growth of Free Masonry 

in Colorado dates from the time that 
Chester A. Franklin was initiated in 
1901. The Masonic Temple and oth- 
er proDerty valued at more than 
$50,000 had its beginning under 
Chester Franklin’s guidance. He 
spread his philosophy of making the 
tenets ot Masonry something to be 
exemplified in daily living 4 ” 



T B. WATKINS 

Watkins Bros. Undertakers , Kansas City ; Mo. 


. . .1 first knew C. A. Franklin as 
a young printer. Looking far into 
the future, this man with a determi- 
nation to do bigger and better 
things for his people, decided to 
establish a newspaper. It was my 
great pleasure to advise him on the 
purchase of the property now oc- 
cupied by THE CALL. May he now, 
on his 70th birthday, enjoy the 
fruits of his labor ” 



DR. J. E. PERRY, M.D. 

Kansas City , Missouri 



“ Early in the career of Wheat- 

ley Provident hospital, Chester A. 
Franklin became an ardent support- 
er. It was at a time when the need 
of men and women of sober thought 
and sound judgment was urgent. Mr. 
Franklin became a member of the 
board and remained in this position 
until, in his opinion, the institution 
stood on a firm and permanent 
basis ” 


BEN HURST 

Hurst Diamond Shop , Kansas City , Mo. 


“•••••It a pleasure to recall boy- 
hood days with C. A. Franklin at 
the Cass Street school in Omaha, and 
the boyish devilment we shared to- 
gether. As we have grown older and 
matured, so has that friendship. I 
feel that much of any success I have 
had has been due to the help of 
Chester Franklin and THE CALL 
My greatest wish is for many more 
years of happiness for my 
friend ” J 




ATTORNEY CARL R JOHNSON 

President, Kansas City, Missouri Branch N.AA.CP. 


We treasure the fact that Mr. 

Franklin and THE CALL have long 
contributed the channel through 
which the N.A.A.C.P. has caught the 
eye, interest and confidence of the 
public. The N.A.A.C.P. could not 
have well maintained its position in 
the community without the confi- 
dence and interest inspired by Mr. 
Franklin. He is truly a living monu- 
ment to the ‘will to win 1 ” 



JAMES H. HERBERT 

Assistant City Counsellor , Kansas City , Mo. 



“ It is impossible to make an 

adequate appraisal of C. A. Frank- 
lin’s contributions to Kansas City. 
They have been many in the field of 
housing, elimination of segregation, 
and restrictions on the use of pub- 
lic property and facilities. His in* 
sistence upon his rights as a citi- 
zen have produced recognition of the 
rights of others as citizens ” 


REVEREND D. A HOLMES 


Pastor, Paseo Baptist Church, Kansas City , Mo. 


“ It was in the early twenties 

when bombing tactics and threats 
were being used to keep Negroes 
from moving into new areas. Three 
hundred angry objectors were pres- 
ent at the City Hall with only 
Franklin and me standing against 
them. We successfully stood them 
off. A few years later Franklin 
saved 60 homes about to be taken 
over by the Park Board. He has 
made a great contribution to hous- 
ing for Negroes in Kansas City ” 



EARL W. BECK 

Former Business Manager , Douglass Hospital 


“ I define a sportsman as one 

who conforms to all the rules of the 
game under all circumstances, wheth- 
er watched or not. During 30 years 
that I have known C. A. Franklin 
I have never known him to ignore 
those rules. His philosophy of ‘each* 
day aid someone to prepare him- 
self for a better job in life’ is one 
that could well be emulated by a 
great many people ” 



EARL I. SCOTT 

Executive Manager for Kansas City , Missouri United States 
Treasury War Finance Committee During World War II 

“ The untiring cooperation, loy- 

alty, patriotism, zeal and determina- 
tion of C. A. Franklin as chairman 
of the Brown Bomber Division con- 
tributed greatly to sale of over $775 
million in war bonds in Kansas City 
during World War II. His leader- 
ship marked him as an outstanding 
American who unfailingly did his 
full duty in hastening the day of 
victory 

THOMAS A. WEBSTER 

Executive Director , Urban League of Kansas City , Mo. 



“ TJ ^ life of C. A. Franklin has 

been so full of great achievements 
and well earned successes that 
backward glances must bring deep 
and lasting satisfaction. It has been 
a keen source of pleasure to have 
been . associated with him in civic 

friAnrf 16S m 2S i, 3 ® olfer ’ and as a 
My hearty congratulations 
and best washes for many more 
years go to him ” y ore 




BISHOP R. R. WRIGHT, JR. 

Presiding Bishop in Georgia, A.M.E. Church 

... I admire Chester Franklin be- 
cause he is a man in every sense of 
the word. His courage, honesty, fine 
business acumen, far-sightedness and 
beautiful family life endear him to 
me. His unrelenting struggle up- 
ward and deep sense of community 
responsibility, together with a deep 
religious faith mark him as unusual. 

May God bless him ” 

DR. A. PORTER DAVIS 

Physician , Kansas City , Kansas 




...C. A. Franklin has been one 
of Kansas City’s most valuable as- 
sets. During the war we served on 
a committee attacking discrimination 
in the United States Employment 
service which took us to Washing- 
ton to protest failure to place Ne- 
groes in war production. There 
Franklin was very instrumental in 
causing the policy to be changed 
which opened widespread employ- 
ment to Negroes in war produo 
tion ” 


HENRY W. HINKLE 

j Deputy Auditor y City and County of Denver, Colorado 


..It must be very gratifying for 
C. A. Franklin to look back over the 
years and see the many fruits of his 
efforts. Since 1906 he has worked 
faithfully in the interest of the peo- 
ple, having placed many with the 
State of Colorado and the city and 
county of Denver. For all of this he 
has asked nothing in return. It has 
been a great pleasure to have known 
him for 50 years 9) 



FRED A. TOOMER 

President . , New Lincoln Country Club , Atlanta , Georgia 


Sk ..... I have met and played with 
any number of notables but none 
represented the fine traits of a 
golfer-in-aetion more than C. A. 
Franklin. I remember one instance 
when Franklin was being disturbed 
by a member of the foursome who 
could not keep quiet. Mr. Franklin 
turned, quietly said, ‘Doctor, golf is 
a gentleman’s game,’ and went on to 
win the match in characteristic 
fashion ” 



FRANK A. YOUNG 

Sports Editor , Chicago Defender 


“ During six years of the depres- 

sion I learned to know C. A. Frank- 
lin not only as an employer, but a 
friend. 7 he manner in which he car- 
ried THE CALL during those dark 
day s was truly inspiring. His con- 
stant concern was the welfare of his 
employees. An excellent trainer of* 
newspapermen, he has built an in- 
stitution unique in its field. Grati- 
tude for those six years spent with 
C. A. Fi anklin is truly from the 
heart ” 

TED POSTON 

Editorial Department , New York Post 

“ It was during the war and I 

was with OPM. Negro carpenters 
were denied work in the building 
of Fort Leonard Wood at gunpoint 
by white carpenters. So they got 
their guns too. Chester Franklin suc- 
ceeded in discouraging this kind of 
direct action and after a talk with 
the officer in charge, the officer 
said ‘Bring those Negro carpenters 
here, I’ll put them to work if I have 
to call out the whole army’ ” 




J. E. MITCHELL 

Managing Editor , St. Louis Argus 


“ It has been my pleasure to 

work with Chester Franklin in the 
newspaper field for 25 years in an 
organized way. He has always be- 
lieved that the job must be done. If 
it takes fight to do it — then fight. 

Mr. Franklin, with the Kansas City 
Call, bas furnished strong civic % and 
political leadership in the South- 
west I congratulate him ” 

CARL MURPHY 

President , Afro-American Newspapers , Baltimore , Maryland 

“ Eighteen years ago the Co- 

operative Publishers Association was 
formed and for 3 years met reg- 
ularly. Chester Franklin, who had 
built up the largest and most 
progressive paper in the Southwest, 
was one of its founders. Though he 
had the longest distance to travel, 
he always regularly attended. He is 
remembered as one grand guy ” 

C. T. McMURRAY 

' Vice-President, Minnesota And Ontario Paper 
Co., Minneapolis , Minnesota 




'* For nearly a quarter of a cen- 

tury THE CALL has been one 
of our most valued customers. We 
have followed with interest THE 
CALL’S steady growth into one of 
the Southwest’s outstanding weekly 
newspapers — an energetic and pro- 
gressive force It has well earned 
°f a good neighbor and 
^ the community. * Our 
congratulations ” 





FOREST SMITH 

Former Executive Secretary , Paseo YMCA 


" C. A. Franklin did much in 

urging men to do their full share 
in building Paseo YMCA in 1915 
and, as well, lent his personal ef- 
forts to see it established. An able 
volleyball player, he believed a 
healthy body as essential as a 
healthy mind. He has always been 
generous with his time and money 
in aiding the “Y” program both as 
a lay member and a former mem- 
ber of the Committee of Manage- 
ment ” 



LEWIS W. CLYMER 

Assistant County Prosecutor , Jackson County 



44 During the war when I was 

with the War Manpower Commission 
I grew to admire Mr. Franklin for 
his fight to put Negroes into skilled 
jobs. As a result of the position 
taken by THE CALL and personal 
visits b^ Mr. Franklin to plant 
managers, /Kansas City’s war plants 
hired many Negroes. The Lake City 
Ordnance plant had more than 2,700 
Negroes at the peak of its produc- 
tion 


(These are a few excerpts from hundreds of mess- 
ages of Congratulations that have been sent in 
from all over the country.) 
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